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'SIRCULAR LETTE 


/\ 14 adi 3 0M HE, - cory ond 
| Baptiſt Miniſters and Meſſengers, - 


Aſſembled at Lricefter, May 19 & 20, 1 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of Fhree wal 

Perſons in the Godhead ;' eternal and perſonal 
Election; the original Guilt and Depravity of 
Mankind particular: Redemption; free Juſtifica- 

: Von by the 0g in Re Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; 


"pong the primitive Order and 7 ee of 
Churches. er 2 6 4 ; 
To the ſeveral Churches of Chriſt whom they te- 
Preſent, or have received Letters from, meeting 
. _ at Nottingham, and Sutton-Afpfield, in Notting- 
© Þbamſtire; Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton in the 
Ein,, Armſby, and Foxton, in Leiceſterſhire , Ket- | 
tetering, Walgrave, Northampton, and Road, 2 
; : Northamptonſhire; Oulney, in Bucks ; Carleton, WW 


in Bedfordftire; and St. Albans, in Herifordſpire, = 
Gra be unto. you, and Peace from God our Hen, | | — 
"mp: and the, Lord Jeſus . 2 


. * Beloved BrETHREN, — | bas . | 
HR O' the good hand of God upon us, we 

met at the time and place appointed, to ſeek | 

11 the Lord, and endeavour to promote his ho- 

nor, our ſouls comfort, and your edification. After 

repeated applications to the divine throne, for help 

and aſſiſtance, we took into particular conſideration | 

rhe ſtate of the churches we ftand related to, as ſer 3 


forth in their reſpective letters; and were differently 
(and, we truſt, fuitably) affected with their contents, 
which we endeavoured to ſpread before the Lord, 


. * accounts from $43" churches (tho they have 
Ho their 
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their complaints) are truly -leatirlbte and call for 


thankſgiving; while the ſtate of ſome, is grieving 
indeed: a, more particular account of which you 
may receive from your reſpective meſſengers. 


One e e to be lamented, is the frequent 


omiſſions of church members in attending church - 
meetings, thro*. which. their miniſters are greatly 
E church diſcipline ſadly neglected, or the at- 
fairs of the houſe of God, which ſhould be the con- 
cern of the whole, are left to the management af a 
few: and theſe frequently diſcouraged, not only 
through the abſence of their brethren, but the re- 


flections of ſuch who fall under juſt cenſure, whoſe 


forwardneſs to complain of church proceedings, as 
wrong, is generally, proportionable to their own 
backwardneſs to acknowledge and do what is right. 

As ſome of the godly ſeem to query whether the 
affairs of the goſpel church require the attendance of 
perſons on any other days than the weekly ſabbaths, 
appointed for ſolemn worſhip ; for the ſatisfaction 
of ſuch, it may be proper juſt to obſerve, (among 
many other inſtances which might be given) that the 
kingdom of heaven as ſet forth by Chriſt, in Mar. 
xxii. and Luke xiv. requires perfonal attendance at 
ſuch ſeaſons as interfere with the affairs of the farm 
and merchandiſe : hence one thought he was excul- 
able, becauſe he had bought a piece of ground, and 
muſt needs go to ſee it :—another wanted to try how 
his-new-bought oxen would labour, and therefore 
ſaid, pray have me exculed, &c. We wiſh all, e- 
ſpecially ſuch who dread the Redeemer's frowns, may 


be in all things cautious leſt they incur his diſplea- 


ſure; which has been frequently and 'variouſly diſ- 
covered, when the concerns of his kingdom have 


been lighted, by a preference given to ſecular affairs. 
: Bong obſerved theſe things, we now proceed to 
explain, defend, and improve the important doc- 
trines, as mentioned at che&hexd-of our annual letter. 
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Laſt year we briefly treated upon that ſelf-debaſi 
Tubject, Original Sin; — in: which we endeavou 
to explain the term ſu 


rt the doctrine vindi- 


cate the honor of God from unworthy imputations 


Land point out the manner in which the awful truth 
ſhould be received and improved. The ſubject we 
are now to treat of, is Redemption. the ſong of the 
ſaints, and the wonder of angels! | 
Redemption is the recovery of 1 or thing 
out of the poſſeſſion or dominion of another, either 
by price or power. Thus Iſrael's deliverance out of 
Egyptian bondage, is repeatedly called a redemption, 
which that people were frequently reminded, as a 
motive to chearful compliance with the commands 
of their delivering God, fee Exod. vi. 6. chap. xv. 13. 
and xx. 2. Deut. vii. 8. * wt | 
Thar deliverance was à figure of goſpel or ſpiri- 
tual redemption, not only as effected by the out- 
ſtretched arm of Jehovah but in conſequence of the 
ſhedding of blood, even the blood of the paſcal 
lamb, which being ſprinkled on the poſts of their 
doors, they were ſecured from the deſtroying angel, 
who ſpread conſternation and death thro' the land. 
By ſin, all the ſons of men are in, or liable to a 
condition, infinitely more dreadful than Iſrael was, 
as under the tyrannical yoke of Pharaoh. Various 
are the figures by which the miſerable ſtate of ſinners 
are ſet forth, in reference. to redemption z---they are 
waxen poor; are in debt, and have nothing to pay; 


---are fold under ſin; the captives ot ſatan ;---the 


Naves of corruption; and are under the. curſe of 
the law, detained by divine juſtice as rebels againſt 
the government of God. | 

It, is, dear brethren, the peculiar glory of the goſ- 


pel, to reveal the amazing means deviſed by infinite 


wiſdom, for the bringing home the baniſhed of the 


Lord, that they be not expelled for ever from him. 


The ranſom was found, the plan drawn, the tremen- 
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dous work exirured; in conſequence of unmeri:ed 


favor, and ſovereign grace. Without divine inter- 
poſition, redemption muſt have ceaſed for ever. -It 
was ſo precious, that © no man could by any means 
<« redeem his brother, or give to God a ranſom for 
bim.“ As you profeſs to be, thro? grace, the ran- 
ſomed of the Lord, it is your duty, and will be no 
leſs your rivilege, to endeavour after juſt concep- 
tions of this important doctrine. For your aſſilt- 
ance, we hall therefore briefly conſider the Redeem- 
er, the redemption,.— and the redeemed. 
“ As for our Redeemer, the Lord of Hoſts i is his 
« name, the ly one of Iſrael, La. xlvii. 4. ” Won- 
der, O heavens! He that made us, is he that redeems 
us; even de who is called, the God of the whole 
„ earth, Iſa. liv. 5.” It is Jehovah, which ſtretch- 
eth forth the heavens ; that layeth the foundations 
1 the earth, and formeth the ſpirit of man within 
| ; that ſaveth the tents of Judah, the inhabitants 
th erofalein, and the feeble among them :—even he, 
| who © poureth upon the houſe of David, the ſpirit 
5 by of. as and Fa pplication,“ faith, © they ſhall 
"2 took. upon me hoes they have pierced, and 
„ 'mourn, ſee Zech. x1. 1, 7, 10, Jobn xix. 37.” 
Hence the flock of God is declared to be purchaſed 
with his own blood, Als xx. 28. 
In order to which, this divine perſon, the Son of 
God, was manifeſted in the fleſh, John i. 1, 2, 14. In 
this complex capacity, as God-man, he ſtood related 
to his people, as their brother, huſband, and head; 
being therefore 'their near kinſman, the right of re- 
demption was his, according to the law in Iiracl, Lev. 
. XXv. 47, 49. He who is Immanuel, God with us. 
. out of pity and tenderneſs to us, became ſurety for 
us, to do and endure all that was due from us, as 
_ treatures and criminals. This wonderful perſon is 
Zion's Rock, the ac God, their e Eſal. 
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The redemption which this glorious perſon hath 
obtained, conſiſts in a deliverance from fin, even all 
iniquity, Tit. ii. 14. From the curſe of the law, Gal. 
1. 13. The tyranny of ſatan, 1 Jobs iii. 8. Ja. xlix. 
25. The ſpirit of bondage, Heb. ii. 15. The ſting of 
death, the ruins of mortality, Hof. xiii. 14. — 1 
wrath to come, 1-Thef. i. 10. F 
If the enquiry be, how ſuch a redemption was ef- 
fected; — we anſwer, Jeſus becoming a voluntary 
ſubject of his own law, performed its righteous pre- 
cepts; and having all the ſins of his people placed 
to his account, bore its dreadful curſe, and ſuffered 
puniſhment due to the nature and number of crimes 
imputed to him. Sin, as committed againtt God, 
{whoſe authority and perfections are infinite) expoſ- 
eth every offender to infinite, and conſequently in 
that ſenſe, to equal puniſhment, which is ſo in its 


eternal duration. But fin, ſubjectively conſidered, 
as creature acts are finite, and conſequently are more 


or leſs heinous, expoſing to different degrees of 
puniſhment, as to the weight of wrath, or intenſeneſs 


of pain: therefore, it will be more tolerable in the 


day of judgment for ſome, than for others. With- 
out an atonement for ſin, under each conſideration, 
redemption would have ceaſed for ever, 

But this is the chriftian's conſolation, that for ſin, 
under every conſideration, our great Redeemer dig 


fully ſatisfy the eſſential juſtice of God. His divine 
perſon, in union with his human nature, rendered his 


ſufferings and death infinitely valuable, and N 
efficacious; and that he endured proportionahle ſut- 
fering, due to the nature and number of ſins placed 
to his account 1s evident, ſeeing juſtice inflicted the 
puniſhment, and ſpared bim not: no mercy was 
ſhewn him nor abatement made; the redemption. 
ms was in full demanded; therefore it pleaſed the 

*ather to bruiſe him, and uit him to grief; his heart 
was broken, as well as his bones out of joint; fa 
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ones ſorrow was ever like unto his ſorrow, for he was 
wounded (or tormented} for our tranſgreſſions, and 


bruiſed for our iniquities, which preſſed great drops 
of blood from his body, made him ſore amazed, and 


very heavy, yea, in an agony to cry out with bitter- 


neſs, My foul is exceeding ſorrowful, even unto 


death: my God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 


„ me!” Thus did our dear Immanuel die under 


his Father's frowns, as a victim devoted to venge- 
ance, He made his ſoul an offering for fin ; he gave 
his life a ranſom for many : with this price was his 
church redeemed from death, his darling delivered 


from the power of punitive juſtice. Upon this con- 


ſideration, Paul, with an air of triumph, did aſk, 


Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 


« elet?” and gave forth the heroic challenge to 
earth and hell, life and death, to ſeparate from the 


love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus. Well might 


the holy prophet, in the proſpect of this glorious e- 
vent, with rapture cry out, Sing, O ye heavens; 
for the Lord hath done it: ſhout ye lower parts of 
ce the earth: break forth into ſinging ye mountains, 
« O foreſt, and every tree therein: for the Lord 


„ hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in 


6 [frael, 1/a. xliv. 23.” To this important fact, the 
Redeemer, with dying breath, gave teſtimony, pro- 

claiming, with a loud voice, it is finiſhed. | 
Yes, dear brethren, the redemption price is paid, 
and the damning power of fin removed : for juſtice 
is pacified, God well pleaſed, his perfections glori- 
fied, the law magnified, the devil defeated, death 
diſarmed, the grave conquered, and the world over- 
come : as a confirming evidence of the above chear- 
ing truth, Jeſus is riſen indeed. Yea, as a conqueror, 
he has gone up with a ſhout, the Lord with the 
ſound of a trumpet, having ſpoiled principalities, 
and powers, led captivity captive, he is ſet down in 
a throne of infinite dignity, veſted with yniverſal 
* au- 


3 | 
authority, and with dazzling, yet cnearing glory 
in his countenance, looks to the purchaſe of his 
blood, and ſays, © Fear not, I am the firſt and the 
« laſt; Jam he that liveth, and was dead; and be- 
hold, I am alive for evermore, Amen, Rev. i. 17, 
18.“ and as a token of triumph, he © wears the keys 
of hell and death.” It remains to conſider the 
objects of this redemption, or who they are the 
great Redeemer ſhed his precious blood for; not for 
the angels who fell from their firſt eſtate: no, theſe 
infernal ſpirits are held by him in the chains of dark- 
nefs, reſerved unto judgment. Conquered they are, 
but delivered they are not, nor ever will be; but 
from the glory of his power will they be tormented 
for ever and ever. It was the nature of man the Re- 
deemer took upon him, and only for ſinners, in that 
nature, he gave himſelf a ranſom. 

As to the extent of the Redeemer's death, re- 
ſpecting men, many have been, and are, of different 
ſentiments; we mean not to revive the controverſy, 
nor ſay any thing to exaſperate our opponents; but 
as we firmly believe the doctrine of particular re- 
demption, or the limited extent of the Redeemer's 
death, we would, for your edification, and ſtability, 
in ſuch an important truth, give our reaſons, 'in a 
conciſe-manner, with meekneſs and fear. 

It is urged in favour of univerſal redemption, that 
Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for all; taſted death 
for every man; yea, died for the fins of the whole 
world, &c. Bur it ought to be obſerved, that ſuch. 
terms, neither in ſcripture, nor in common ſpeech, 
doth always intend every individual of mankind ; 
beit are to be underſtood according to the nature of 
the ſubject ſpoken of, or the ſcope of the ſpeaker. 

The terms all, world, every, &c. commonly in- 
tend ſome of every nation, degree, or condition, of 
men. Hz=-nce the apoſtle ſaid, © he pleaſed all men 
in all things;“ but he never meant every perſhp 

5 A4 n 


1 


in the world, moſt of wham he never ts ih 


thoſe he had to do with; in fact, he 1 Or very 


few men, comparitively, in any thing. In 1 Cor. 


iv. 5. ſpeaking of the coming of Chriſt, he ſays, 
Then ſhall, every man have praiſe of God; but 


kx is certain, he never thought that the accurſed 


ſhould, in that day, be commended. By world, 
whole world. in ſcripture, is intended Jews and Gen- 
tiles. Hence the apoſtle obſerved, Chriſt died not 
for their ſins only who were Jews, but for the ſins 
of the whole world. The world Chriſt died for, are 
ſaid, 2 Cor. v. 19. not to have their treſpaſſes im- 
uted to them ; z which cannot be interpreted, as 
intending every perſon that ever was, is, or ſhall be 


upon the earth, without including the idea of their 


eternal ſalvation: for thoſe certainly are free from 
condemnation, to whom tranſgreſſion is not imputed; 

even as David hath deſcribed the bleſſedneſs of the 
man, to whom the Lord imputeth not fin, Fſal. 
< xxxXii. 1, 2. Rom. iv. 7, 8.” To ſuppoſe the 
damnation, of any ſuch, is to ſuppoſe t TN con- 


demned, and puniſhed, without the i imputation of a 


crime, which none, we apprehend, will chuſe to 
aſſert. Some, indeed, think that Chriſt, in order to 
redeem his own choſen, did neceſſarily ſatisfy divine 
juſtice; for Adam's criminal act, which was impu- 


ted to all his natural deſcendants, and that on ac- 
count of a full atonement being made for that, firſt 


fin, no one ever did, or ever will, ſuffer penal pu- 
niſhment ſimply for that tranſgreſſion, "og only for 
their own perſonal crimes; and with reference to 


Chriſt ſo doing, it is thought the Cine ſpeak of 
his death, as being in that ſenſe only extended, to, 


or for every man, which ſentiment we mean not now 


to conſider; but the idea of Chriſt's ſuffering. for 


the perſonal ſins of every individual, is what we have 
2 ei in view in what follows. 
That Chriſt did not redeem all men as now ſtated, 


we 


, 
we think is evident from many conſiderations, par- 
ticularly the following : univerſal redemption ſeems 
not to agree, or com with what the ſcriptures 
ſay concerning the redeemed, nor wich the nature of 
the redemption Chriſt hath obtained, nor with the 
perfections of God; neither is it calculated to ſup- 
ort the Saints; encourage enquiring ſouls, or re- 
Bere diſtreſſed conſciences under a ſenſe of perſonal 
meanneſs and miſery, to which ſcriptural redemption 
is divinely adapted. Thoſe for whom Chriſt died, 
or the perſons redeemed by him, are declared to be 
his body, his bride, his church, his ſheep, his chil- 
dren, his ſeed, & c. which cannot be ſaid of the 
whole race of mankind, therefore his redemption 

is not of univerſal extent. F 
The ſcriptures declare, that the ranſomed and 
* redeemed of the Lord, ſhall-return and come to 
„ gion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their 
„ heads; they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and 
<« ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away, Ja. xxxv. 10. 
li. 11.” But as the very reverſe is a fact, reſpect- 
ing many, it follows, all men are not the redeemed of 
the Lord. In Chriſt, as the way to the Father, all 
men never did, nor will walk, but the redeemed of 
the Lord ſhall walk there, 7/a. xxxv. g. therefore 
all are not redeemed. Thoſe for whom Chriſt died, 
he redeemed from the curſe of the law, Gal. iii. 13. 
But many die under its curſe, therefore all are not 
redeemed by him. The epithets ranſomed, and the 
redeemed of the Lord, are frequently uſed as de- 
{criptive of ſome men as diſtinct from others, which 
could not be the caſe were all men redeemed; for 
to deſcribe ſome, by that which is common to all, 
is the ſame as if a perſon thought he could well di- 
tinguiſh a ſovereign from a ſlave, by aſſerting that 
* a king is a man,” The redeemed before the 
throne, in their new ſong ſay to Jeſus, Thou haſt 
'© redeemed us to God by thy blood, _ every 
K * kindred, 
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© Kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; Rev. 


v. 9, But they could not be redeemed out of e- 
very-kindred, people, &c. if all the kindreds of the 
earth, and people of the world, had been redeemed 
as well as they. So chap. xiv. 4. it is ſaid, © theſe 
© were redeemed from among men; which could 
not with propriety be ſo ſaid, if all men had been e- 
ually redeemed, for then the ſenſe would be, the/e 
ere redeemed from among the redeemed. | 
__ Univerſal redemption ſeems not to agree with the 
redemption of which Chriſt is the author; for that 
redemption which -Chriſt has obtained, is repeatedly 
defined by Paul, who was well acquainted with it; 
true nature, to conſiſt in forgiveneſs of ſins, Eph. i. 
8 Col. i. 14: and includes juſtification, Rom. ili. 25. 
ut as all mens ſins are not forgiven, but ſome men 
are eternally condemned, therefore all are not re- 
deemed. 5 
Again, It is called eternal redemption, Heb. ix. 12. 


but as all men are not eternally redeemed, it 1s evi- 


dent all men were not included in his redemption; for 


- what is not durable, cannot be eternal. If Chriſt's 
redemption be not eternal in its duration, 1t cannot 
be fo called on any other account; it is not ſo term- 


ed in the paſt tenſe, for none were redeemed from 
eternity. It is not eternal by way of perpetual re- 
tition, for there remains no mare ſacrifice for ſin. 

t cannot be thought to be ſo on the account of its 


being eternally. true that it was obtained, for every 


other fact is equally ſo. It will be eternally true that 


Solomon built the temple, but as it was demoliſhed 
by wicked men, it therefore was not an eternal 

building. If what Chriſt obtained be in like manner 
overthrown, how then is it eternal? Upon univerſal 
principles it cannot e be affirmed that Chriſt 
obtained eternal redemption 


or any man; for as it is 
ſuppoſed to reſpect thoſe who periſh, it is not dura- 


ble; and as it reſpects others, themſelves, and not 
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Chriſt obtained it, conſidered as eternal; for the 
acts of the pious are thought to have ſo much virtue, 
as not only to make a man differ from his former 
ſelf and fellow-creatures, but even alter the very 
nature of Chriſt's redemption, as to the efficacy and 
duration, In this manner is the price of redemption, 
as paid by Jeſus, not only diminiſhed, but robbed of 
its intrinſic value; and all he did is accounted only 
as a row of inſignificant cyphers, till the creatures 
act be properly connected with them, in conſequence 
of which important figure, they become immediately 

valuable; which value doth again immediately va- 
niſh upon the prevailing enemy eraſing what the 
creature had done. Thus general redemption evi- 
dently reflects diſhonour, upon either the Father's 
contrivance, the Son's execution, or the Holy Ghoſt 
in not applying the benefits to the perſons for whom 
it was intended, making the powerful Creator, a 
dependant upon his puny creature, man. | 

But, dear brethren, we truſt you have not ſo 
learned Chriſt, who is a rock, and his work is ſo 
perfect, as to be eternally incapable of receiving ad- 

ditions, or ſuffering diminutions, from any creature 
in heaven, earth, or hell. 

General redemptiondoes not ſeem to comport with, 
but is contrary to the perfections of God, unleſs . 
univerſal ſalvation be likewiſe admitted: it is not a- 
greeable to the nature af his ſovereign love, of which 

xedeinption is an effect, for that is unchangeable, in 
which he is ſaid to reſt, Zep. ui. 17. nor with his 
mercy, which is declared to be from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, Pſal. ciii. 17. neither is it agreeable to 
his wiſdom, or underſtanding, which is infinite, P/al. 
cxlvii. g. therefore cannot be diſapointed in the end 
he had in view, which general redemption ſuppoſes 
him to be. It was evidently his deſign to bring the 
 Fedeemed to himſelf; hence it is ſaid, "ITE 
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© the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring them 
„ to God, 1 Pet. iii. 18. of this the ſaved of the 
Lord, ſing, ſaying, Thou haſt redeemed us unto 
* God by thy blood, &c.” But as all men are not 
brought unto God, therefore all are not redeemed. 
It ſcems equally. inconſiſtent with his power, or his 
being the Almighty, able to accompliſh his own irt- 
tentions ; for general redemption ſuppoſeth Omni- 
potency either not employed in keeping the redeem- 
ed, through faith unto ſalvation, contrary to expreſs 
ſcripture, or that it fails in ſupporting and defending 
its charge. Nor is it agreeable to his juſtice to pu- 
niſh Chriſt for the fins of many, who are afterwards 
puniſhed in their own perſons for the ſame crimes. 
Fo ſuppoſe juſtice ſatisfied, and yet demand further 
ſatisfaction is a ſelf-contradiftion. Either Chriſt ſa- 
tisfied divine juſtice, or juſtice demanded no ſatisfac- 
tion for fin, or elſe the ſaints make atonement for 
their own tranſgreſſions, otherwiſe juſtice remains e- 
ternally diſſatisfied. If none of the laſt can be ſup- 
poſed, then the firſt, that Chriſt did ſatisfy God, mult 
be granted; and if fo, all muſt neceſſarily be ſaved 
(if all were redeemed) for two payments cannot be 
juſtly demanded for the ſame debt. Many who 
plead for general redemption, being aware of this, 
endeavour-to get rid of the difficulty, by denying 
that Chriſt died properly for, or in the room and 
ſtead of any man, which is the ſame as ſaying, he re- 

ally redeemed no man. | | 
Some there are who allow that Chriſt ſatisfied di- 
vine juftice for the ſins of them for whom he died, 
and yet maintain he died for all men ; apprehending, 
the reaſon why ſome are puniſhed, is, becauſe they 
will not believe; but theſe perhaps are not more con- 
ſiſtent with themſelves, than the former: for unbe- 
lief is either a ſin, or it is not; if it be a fin, then 
© Chriſt muſt have died for it, or elſe none can be ſay- 
ed from it, who were ever guilty of it. If _— 
| atoneg 
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atoned for the unbelief of any man (for inſtance 
Paul) he muſt have bore the puniſhment due to the 
unbelief of every man, or elſe he redeemed ſome 
men from what he did not redeem all. Be ſides, thoſe . 
for whom Jeſus died, he redeemed, from all iniquity; 
if he thus redeemed all men, he conſequently muſt, 
have redeemed every man from the crime of unbe- 
lief. If unbelief be no ſin, and yet men are condemn- 
ed for, and ſuffer puniſhment on the account of it, 
then it will follow, thoſe that do periſh, do fuffer for 
that which is not a crime. Again, general redemp- 
tion repreſents the purpoſe and providence of God, 
which are perfectly harmonious, as oppoſing each 
other; for it ſuppoſeth God to will and purpoſe the 
ſalvation of all men, and Chriſt, as dying 5 thou- 
ſands whom providence had ſwept to hell, before the 
day of redemption came, without giving many of 
them, and millions ſince, che leaſt intelligence of his 
intentions to ſave them, or affording the means con- 
feſſedly neceſſary to their eternal deliverance; for 
how 85 they believe on him of whom they have not 
heard. * 

We ſcarce need ſay to you, brethren, that the con- 
ſideration of Chriſt being the Redeemerof his people, 
has been the ſupport of the ſaints under their vari- 
ous troubles, o know, with Job, that their Re- 
deemer liveth, chears their ſouls in the gloomy proſ- 
pect of mortality, and gilds the horrors of the grave. 
But according to general redemption, it is not any 
thing which Chriſt has done, that will calm the trou- 
. bled foul, or ſupport in the proſpect of death. For 
the viloſt ſinner that ever paſſed from earth to hell, 
might, upon the 2 of univerſal redemption, 
. $0 down to the fiery lake with the language of Paul, 
laying, © He loved me, and gave himſelf for me:“ 

and this, not the fruit of preſumption, but a perſua- 
ion, founded upon the teſtimony of God, as much 
as the faith of Paul, or any other ſaint could polſi- 
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bly be. If this may not be ſuppoſed, fot the ſame 


' reaſon unlverſal redemption may not be admitted. 


Moreover, General redemption naturally leads 


the enquiring ſoul from Chriſt, the believer's all, to 


ſomething of the creature, in order to obtain deliver- 
ance from wrath to come: For what Jeſus has done, 
is confeſſedly infufficient for the ſalvation of any 
man. And if the acts of man be thought to make 
the work of Chriſt efficacious and durable, it is no 
wonder the ſignificant creature ſhould claim the 
praiſe, and wear the crown, which is the Redeemer's 
due. In a word, the opinion of Chriſt redeeming 


all, without ſalvation be equally extenſive, ſeems to 


deſtroy the natural and ſcriptural idea of redemption 
for it 1s a redemption, without a*deliverance. But 
let others plead, if they pleaſe, for an unrelieving re- 
demption, we hope, brethren, your concern will be to 
ſeck after, and truſt to, that which conſiſts in a deli- 
verance from all evil : a redemption, which infallibly 
helps and humbles ;, which compleatly faves the vil- 
eſt ſinner, and ſecures the Redeemer's honor; by 
which the law is magnified, and every perſon and 
perfection in God glorified, world without end. It 
remains, dear brethren, that you and us do properly 
improve this important ſubject ; for which purpoſe, 
permit us to uſe that freedom which becomes thoſe 
who watch for your ſouls, We would be conſidered 
as including ourſelves in what we recommend to you. 
Be exhorted, then, to thankful adoration of your - 


indulgent God, who provided a ranſom, that your 


ſouls might be delivered from going down to the 
horrible pit. Contemplate mu h upon the perſonal 
excellencies of your almighty Redeemer, that your 
faith in him, knowledge of him, and love to him,may 
increaſe and abound yet more and more. 
Conſider your obligation to him. You profeſs to 


be redeemed by him, and if your profeſſion be genu- 
ine, you will account yourſelves © not your own, but 
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bought with a price; even with the price of blood 
divine; and therefore will be concerned to glorify 
God in your ſouls and bodies, which are his. Tou 
are bound, brethren, by every tie, not to live to 
ourſelves, but to him who died for you. Frequent- 
reflect on what the condeſcending Redeemer bore 
and ſuffered for you. Your fins, and ours, how 
amazingly did they heighten the Saviour's ſorrows | 
Remember his bleeding love; - frequent his table; 
thankfully receive the kind memorials of his death. 
It was his laſt, his departing, dying requeſt, © Do 
this in remembrance of me.” Is redemption 
ſpecial and particular? ſee that your evidences of an 
intereſt in it be not ſuperficial, but ſcriptural and ſo- 
lid. If it be really ſo, you will humbly adore di- 
ſtinguiſhing grace: and if the Lord has in rich mer- 
cy done more for you than for others, you will be 
concerned, as it well becomes you, to do more than 
others for him. Ponder much upon the nature of 
the redemption, which Jeſus is the author of, Re- 
member, it 1s from a vain converſation, yea, from all 
iniquity. Thoſe who are not concerned to order 
their converſation aright, have no evidence of an in- 
tereſt in the Redeemer's death, or that he will ſhew 
unto them the ſalvation of God. But thoſe who, 
through grace, return unto the Lord; the language 
of whoſe hearts are, © take away all iniquity,” have 
an intereſt in the great and precious promiſes of God, 
that fin ſhall not have the dominion over them 
the Lord, who has vanquiſted ſatan, will bruiſe him 
under their feet ſhortly, and will, by his power, re- 
deem them from deceit and violence. How recon- 
ciling is a lively faith in ſuch a redemption, to the 
various diſpenſations of providence ; for he who 
hath bought Iſrael by his blood, will by his power 
redeem them out of all their troubles, yea, from 
the ſting of death, and the confines of the grave. 
Therefore, O ye ſaints, lift up your heads with jgy, 
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„mri. ln the evening. May 19, we met for prayer; 
and reading the letters from the churches. At ſix o 'clock next 
morning, we met for prayer, and other buſineſs. The fame 
day the public · meeting began about ten o'clock: Brother Hull 


preached from Num. x. 538 ** Return, O Lord, unto the many 


"thoufands of Ifrael.* And Brother Gill from Nah. 1. 7. 
„ The Lord is good, a ſtrong hold in the, day of trouble; and 
de knoweth them that truſt in him.“ The evening was 
1 in prayer; attending to the neral letter, and other 

neſs relative to the cburches.- May 21, we met at fix 
o'elock in the morning, for prayer, and communicating, as 
niſters, . our experiences to each other in the paſt year, 


| which we find edifying and refreſhing to our ſouls. 


It was moved, and unanimouſly agreed upon, to urn our 
thanks to Dr, Stensetr, for his noble bo of baptiſm by im. 
merſion, in anſwer to Mr. Ad#inpton ; and to recommend the 
peruſal/of the ſaid candid and fcriptural reply to our reſpective 
<hurches.—We hope days of humiliation, faſting, and prayer, 
will be attended to as formerly: and that, on Wedneſday the 
14th. day of October next, as many churches as it may ſuit will 
endeavour to unite, in an employ ſo needful, in behalf 4 


, COINS fate. 


_ to hold the next aſſociation at n ook 
We * in Whitſun-Week next year. The miniſters ang 
Err ers to meet the evening before. —The miniſters ap- 
_ preach, are Brother Evans of Foxton, and Brother 
and incaſe of failure, Brother . of * 

5 ang Brother Waodman of Sutton. 


Added 66 the eburches of z. Three of theſe were pes. 
this aſſociation. - 7 =_ REL ſons reſtored.  - - * 


bini 5. 2 *. I, "> Nt, Twenty of theſe are dead, 
bby 0 JEL e Od a9 Excludes: 


Hens ee ers. . 
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